Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHURCH, 

For  the  Year  ending  jist  December,  i8g6. 


Gentlemen, 

I now  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Church  Urban  District,  for  the  year  ending  December, 
1896. 


It  is  more  satisfactory  in  almost  every  respect  than  my 
previous  report  at  the  end  of  1895.  The  presence  of  scarlet  fever  all 
through  the  year  being  the  worst  point  in  the  report.  The  zymotic 
and  infantile  death  rates  being  specially  noticeable  for  the  great 
improvement. 

Statistical  Summary. — Area,  528  acres.  The  population  in 
1891  was  5870 ; in  1896  estimated  at  6400.  House  accommodation 
1457  houses.  Average  population  per  house  4'39.  No  overcrowding, 
and  generally  the  houses  are  well  kept  and  healthy. 

Births. — Males  93,  females  70 ; total  163.  Birth  rate 
25-46,  showing  a continuous  decline  of  late  years ; in  189'5  it  was 
29-8,  in  1894,  31-8.  , 
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Deaths. — Total  82.  Death  rate  12-81,  being  the  lowest  for  ' 
Church  that  I can  find  has  ever  been  reported. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Only  21  deaths  have  occurred  under 
one  year  of  age,  giving  the  rate  of  128  deaths  to  1000  births.  A very 
great  improvement  on  last  year. 

Lung  Diseases. — Phthisis  caused  6 deaths,  and  a death 
rate  of  -93.  Other  respiratory  diseases  had  18  deaths,  and  a death 
rate  of  2-81 

Injuries,  SuicmES,  or  causes  requiring  an  inquest  have 
had  9 cases ; rather  a high  percentage  of  the  total  of  82  deaths. 
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Zymotic  Diseases  have  caused  6 deaths,  typhoid  fever  2, 
diarrhcea  4.  The  zymotic  death  rate  being  -93,  whereas  last  year  it 
was  4'28.  Under  the  “ Notification  Act,”  the  following  have  been 
reported  : scarlet  fever  41,  diphtheria  3,  typhoid  5,  erysipelas  3.  The 
scarlet  fever  cases  have  been  distributed  all  over  the  year,  though  22 
of  the  41  occurred  in  the  months  of  September,  October,  and  Novem- 
ber. These  cases  have  been  carefully  attended  to,  and  oral  notice 
given  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  mixing  of  children  in  contact 
with  the  fever  cases  with  others. 

Sewerage,  Scavenging,  &c. — The  alterations  at  Ooppy  Clough 
filtering  beds  are  approaching  completion,  when  we  may  expect  air 
improvement  in  the  character  of  the  effluent.  The  scavenging  is  now 
very  effectually  undertaken  by  the  authority.  The  conversion  of 
closets  continues,  the  number  converted  this  year  being  144. 

The  paving  of  the  streets  has  been  pushed  forward  with  great 
vigour ; five  streets  have  been  sewered,  five  back  streets  have  been 
sewered,  eight  streets  have  been  paved,  and  three  more  are  in  process 
of  being  paved.  The  paving  and  sewering  of  these  streets  has  much 
improved  their  appearance,  as  well  as  being  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  residents,  from  a health  point  of  view. 

I think  it  would  be  advisable  to  continue  the  good  work 
done  in  this  way,  and  especially  the  back  streets.  I might  mention 
inter  alia,  Water  street,  Kershaw  street.  Canal  street,  Bradley  street, 
back  Bradley  street.  Pickles  street,  and  Blackburn  road. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Oswaldtwistle 
District  Council  to  take  the  sewerage  of  the  low  lying  property  in 
Wood  street  and  neighbourhood. 

The  sewerage  of  Tanpits  is  still  under  consideration,  and 
some  arrangement  will  have  to  be  made  as  to  the  way  of  dealing  with 
the  sewering  of  Bridge  street. 

No  provision  has  yet  been  made  for  the  accommodation  of 
infectious  diseases.  In  case  of  an  epidemic,  hasty  provision  would 
have  to  be  made,  most  probably  with  unsatisfactory  results,  as  well 
from  a pecuniary  point  of  view  as  from  a mortality  one. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  slaughter  houses  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  generally  have  been  very  satisfactory. 
Immediate  attention  having  been  given  to  the  complaint  where  notices 
have  been  served.  Cowsheds  are  fairly  well  kept ; in  one  case  a 
nuisance  was  quickly  remedied.  There  are  no  dairies  in  the  district 
apart  from  the  farms. 

Factories  and  Workshops  have  been  visited  with  fairly 
satisfactory  results.  The  water  closets  in  several  cases  have  been 
altered  to  more  sanitary  conditions.  Two  workshops  were  notified  as 
to  ventilation,  and  these  have  been  improved.  A few  observations 
have  been  taken  respecting  the  smoke,  and  one  case  was  considered  as 
a nuisance,  and  notice  given  to  that  effect,  but  as  yet  without  result. 


I am,  your  obedient  servant. 


HENEY  WOESLEY,  M.B.  & C.M., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


JACKSON,  PRINTER,  OSWALOTWISTLE 


Church  U rban 
District  Council. 


